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Published on the eve of the War, “Islam Past and Present” is among 
the last offerings of the scholarship of Germany before she put down 
the pen of the savant to wield the sword of the Turk. To studentr 
of the Islamic world the book is a gift which neqd provoke no “Timeo 
Danaos.” It is the latest issue of the well-known series of elegant 
historical treatises, Monogrnphien zur Weltgeschichte, appearing in 
Leipzig under the editorship of Professor Eduard Heyck, in collabora- 
tion with a corps of German specialists. It is uniform and closely re- 
lated with the editor’s own vivid chronicle of Palestine and the Crus- 
ades, ( D i e  Kreuzziige und das Heilige Land.) T h e  author, Dr .  Trau- 
gott Mann, has produced a work at  once Iearned and lucid, fresh and 
fascinating, brief and brilliant-a marvel of condensation. H e  has 
done in succinct manner for the average German reader today, what 
August Miiller did for the critical student of Islam thirty-five years 
ago in his comprehensive survey of Moslem expansion, Der Islam im 
illorgenund Adendland. Indeed, the prescnt monograph may be sug- 
gestively described as an emended miniature of Miiller’s ample, still 
classical, though at  some points superseded, volumes. Yet, severely 
compacted as it is, Dr. Mann’s production is no mere compendium or 
secondhand epitome. It is a scries of clear-cut cameos, aglow with orig- 
inal verve. 

There are five chapters dealing successively with Pre-Islamic Arabia, 
Mohammed, T h e  Koran, Religious and Political Development, Islam 
in Modern Times. T h e  range and sequence of subjects is strikingly 
similar to that of the Dutch Professor Hurgronje’s American Lectures,’ 
but the treatment is somewhat less popular, and is richer in historical 
detail. Less discursive as to topics than Professor Margoliouth’s ex- 
cellent little handbook,’ so widely circulated in England and America, 
the German work has a clearer perspective and a statelier stride. 

Dr .  Mann has striven, for the most part successfully, to write as an 
impartial historian. O n  points of scholarly debate his judgments par- 
take of the middle way between extreme deductions. For example, on 
the question of pre-Mohammedan Arabian culture, he will not concede 
to the archaeologists that the rise of Islam was simply a phase of the 
final “up-flaring” (Auflacbern)  of a high preceding civilization threat- 
ened with extinction. Neither will he approve the picture of the WeRt-  
el-Jahiliya, or “Time of Barbarism”’ in pagan Arabia so blackly painted 
by Moslem writers, who would exalt Mohammed into “the prodigious 
author of a new creation out of pre-existent nothing”-(der iiberge- 
waltige Schopfer cines Neuen aus dem vorhcrigen Nichts.)  (p. 3 )  
T h e  Founder of Islam, our author opines, inherited not only survivals 
of indigenous cultures which flourished in various strains in certain 
sections of the Peninsula (whose religious and political development 
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was by no means uniform), but also the indubitable impress of con- 
temporary rabbinic Judaism and distorted Christianity. Regarding 
the details of the Christian contact Dr. Mann is much more hesitant 
than most other writers. H e  rules out of court the stories of the 
Prophet’s visits to Syrian monks, and dismisses as unproven the s u p  
posed influence from the Gnostic Elkesites of Syria and East Jordan. 
Candor inhibits him from setting down any reliably attested facts about 
the Prophet’s personal relations with the Christians of Yemen or Abys- 
sinia, or Mecca, or even with the surviving northern communities of 
the former Christian states of Hira and Palmyra. Dr. Mann has a 
keen scent for legend and pious story. T o  suspect is to eliminate. 
There is no mention of Mary, the Christian Coptic maid. But the 
numerous Christian references and parallels (sic) in the Koran and 
in the Hadith are acknowledged as convincing evidence that the Pro- 
phet’s acquaintance with Christians and with Christian traditions must 
have been extensive (p. 28). 

With  these guarded admissions of Islam’s debt to religious influences 
antecedent and extant, Dr. Mann hastens to affirm Mohammed’s orig- 
inality. T h e  epoch-making power of the Prophet’s mission, he declares, 
lay not in its syncretistic absorption but in its antithesis to the past 

In estimating the personality of Mohammed, the author is equally 
determined to beat his own path between the diverging highways of en- 
thusiasts. He  will walk with ncither the detractors nor the panegy- 
rists. He has, it is intimated, severely analysed the results of the lat- 
est researches, has sifted fact from fantasy, and has divested himself of 
those occidental presuppositions which, he thinks, have lead astray 
other Western biographers in their attempts to interpret the “differ- 
ently fashioned Oriental.” Wi th  this preparation he will limn for us 
the r ed  makcr of the ncw religion which, in the 7th century A. D., 
set all the East aflame. 

According to Dr. Mann, Mohammed was neither the highIy idealized 
“God-inipacted mediator” ( Gotf-Pryrifiener Griibler) of Lamartine, 
nor the sordid monstrosity of the Crusaders. He  is not to be dis- 
missed as an hallucinated epileptic (as, e. g., by Sprenger), or an idle 
dreamer; on the other hand, his “revelations” are no more to be dog- 
matically spurned than is Paul’s vision on the Damascus road. Dr. 
Maim defends the Prophet from gross sensuality, hails him as a herald 
of righteousness, but straightway pulls him down from the pedestal of 
Carlyle. A hero he will certainly not allow him to be, much less a 
saint. Neither was he a conscious falsifier (bezuusztcr Liigner),  nor a 
self-deluded impostor ; yet his compromises are undenied. Against Sir 
William Muir, it is held, he was sincere from first to last. A man of 
many faults, conceiving himself to be the chosen of Allah, “a mighty 
devotee of God and eternity,’’ he confounded the human and the 
divine by unconsciously yielding to the temptation which Christ with- 
stood with the words, “My kingdom is not of this world.” He is finally 
summed up as “the powerfully stirred man of God who became a 
politician. or, rather, a genuine Arabian robber-prince”-( ein ccht 
nrnbisrher Raubfiirst) -himself unaware of his spiritual decline (pp. 
44-47). So, in the end, Dr. Mann gives us quite as paradoxical and 
mysterious a Mohammed as does the Koran itself; in the words of the 
Oxford historian, “the strangest of moral enigmas.”‘ But the por- 
trayal is interesting, since it stirs up anew the whole question of the 
Prophet’s character. 

(P. 3 ) .  

‘C. W. C. Oman: The Byzantine Empire, p. 159. 
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Chapter 111 is a masterly summary of the history and doctrines of 
the Koran, and is followed in Chapter IV by a vivid sketch of the 
development and diffusion, both political and religious, of Islam among 
the nations. 

Not its style alone, but the beauty of its form causes the book to smack 
of Jliiller’s embellished masterpiece ant1 to stand out in unrivalled 
distinction among recent introductory manuals. Bound in fine linen, 
white and marine-blue, chastely entitled and decorated with gold, its 
enamelled pagcs gleam with the most exquisite craftsmanship of printer 
and engraver. It would seem that  the most reluctant reader would 
be tempted by the zsthetic glamor with which the subject is invested. 
Here is Mohammedanism decked in  its most artistic and alluring at- 
tire. 

T h e  wealth of illustrations, enclosed in so small a compass, is 
amazing. Mosques, niuseunis and inoiiunieiits, all the way from Turkes- 
tan to Spain, from Hadramaut to Holland, bring tribute to  the author’s 
attempt to spread before the untraveIed reader the most picturesque 
symbols of h,loslem achievement within its vast arena. There  are 166 
illustrations in all. They  range from the crude Sabaean tablets, Aram- 
aic steles, Nabatzan ruins and Cufic inscriptions of pre-Islamic Arabia, 
to the clustered pilgrim-shrincs of l l e d i n a  and of Mecca; froiii the 
Bedouin tents and rock-hewn dwellings of the Arabian desert, to  the 
architectural splendors of Cairo, Konia and Constantinople ; from the 
ivory bas-reliefs of Baghdad, to the domes and miiiarets of Damascus ; 
from Timur’s tonib in Samarkand, to Sheikh Safi’s faience-windowed 
mosque in Ardebil; from the frescoes of the “forty-pillared hall” of 
Abbas the Great  a t  Ispahan, to the sumptiioiis sanctuary of Sclim I1 
a t  Adrianople; froin the g1i:tering towers of niccliaval Jerusaleni to the 
glorious scrcem and stalactite arches of the Alhambra. Portraits are 
given of important historical leaders, Pt Ioharnmed the Prophet, the 
sceptered Tamerlatie, Suleiiiiari the  Jlagriificent arid his coilsort Roxe- 
lant, Mohammed 11-conqueror ot Constantinople, Rayazet-“the 
thunderbolt of the Bosphorus,” the black-bearded Boabdil of Gran-  
ada, with his bespaiigled tunic and his jen-ellcd sn-ord ; also, other be- 
turbaned sultans, and even as modern a personage as the heir-apparent 
to the throne of Bahrein. Particularly fine are thc ninctcen prints of 
typical Arab buiidings, landscapes and inhabitants, from the collection 
of the German travelcr, Hermaun Burkhardt, tVhOii1 death overtook 
in Yemen in 1909. T h e  colored plates include gorgeous title-pages 
and elaborately chased covers of de luxe Turkish etlitioiis of thc Koran, 
brilliant Persian manuscripts, prayer-carpets and wall-tapcstries of scar- 
let, old rose, greeii and gold; and, richest of all, the frontispiece, an 
illuminated Persian niiniature of the 16th century, representirig >lo- 
hammed’s ascent to Heaven. T h e  five colored maps show the bygone 
kingdoms of the Caliphate, the shifting boundaries of the Othman tlo- 
minion from 1359 to  1913, and the parts of the world now religiously 
occupied by Islam. 

A word must be said about the seductiveness of such a book. Over- 
emphasis on the beautiful has its dangers even iii historical writing. It 
is to  be feared, an unsophisticated reader would get from Dr. 3 l a n n  a 
far  too roseate view of what Mohammedan civilization has been and 
is. From these fair pages one catches nothing of the stench of the 
bazaars, the poverty, illiteracy and social squalor of the masses in 
Moslem countries; nothing of the dir t  and dilapidation, the stupor 
and stagnation of the average hlohammedan town;  nothing of the 
stifling miasma of repression, monotony and deterioration-the moral 
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paralysis-which characterizes even the classic lands of the Faith. I n  
the story of Moslem conquest and expansion, stately language veils 
the brutal butcheries which, even down into recent times, have followed 
Mohammed’s sanction of the sword. As calmly as if he were discussing 
American democracy does Dr. Mann sketch the political fortunes of 
the Ottomans. Not a hint is conveyed of the labyrinth of iniquity 
through which Turkey has tottered to its downfall. Abdul Hamid 
is politely dismissed as a political p a r k ,  but no mention is made of his 
massacres of Armenian Christians, which, even for two decades be- 
fore the Great W a r ,  shocked the heart of decent humanity. There are 
no pictures of slave-mark,ets or harems. There  is not a paragraph in 
reprobation of Islam’s age-long blight on womanhood. On the con- 
trary, an apology (p. 77) is offered for the veil, the purdah and even 
for polygamy and concubinage! T h e  camera presents no faces of the 
millions of disheveled, neglected, Moslem children, nor of the fierce 
semi-barbarians who, like the Kurds and Baluchis, mumble prayers to- 
ward Mecca and live by lance and plunder. T h e  literary touch is 
so lightsome that one does not feel the dead weight of tradition and 
animism, which hangs on the Moslem mind.5 All this is another s t o j ,  
about which the author has chosen to be silent. 

From the viewpoint of Christian missions it is in the conclusions and 
suggestions of the final chapter that the present book reveals its chief 
defect. Here the dispassionate historian loses his critical acumen to 
indulge in theoretical musings, dangerously akin to the ex-Kaiser’s 
flattering compromise when, in 1898, that world-aspiring monarch con- 
sorted with the Sultan at Constantinople, linked Pan-Islamism with 
German propaganda, and, as “Hadji Wilhelm,” at  Damascus, decked 
the sepulcher of Saladin with flowers. 

How does our author diagnose the disease of the modern Moham- 
medan world? All its present woes and problcrns he ascribcs to that 
“catastrophe” which forever destroyed its political unity, viz., the 
lllongolian invasions of Western Asia, beginning in the 13th century 
with the ‘‘cataclysm of the Great Khans,” ending with the death of 
Tamerlane in I405 (pp. 110-112). This  is a sad load to heap on 
the heads of Hulagu and the Terrible Ta r t a r  of Samarkand! T h e  
modern assassins may wash their harids in innocence ! Islam‘s general 
ailment, according to Dr.  ?rlann, is not one of corruption but only of 
disruption. T h e  bones arc broken but the blood is pure. Islam has not 
failed because of inherent incompetence or insufficiency to meet pro- 
gressively the higher needs of man, but because, through no fault of 
its own, it lost its political solidarity and has been prevented from 
making “any essential progress for seven centuries” ( p  110). Such 
is the argument. T h e  responsibility is with those mediaval Mongols1 
Wha t  boots it that the ferocious hordes of Timur,  “the Scourge of 
God,” were themselves disciples of the Prophet ? Eo non cxculpnntur! 

In  considering the proferred solution of the present status we must 
charitably remember that Dr .  Mann wrote before the War. W h a t  is 
his remedy for the ills of the Near East, and of Islam as a whole? 
Not a superficial varnishing with European culture (oberfluchliche 
Clberkltidung mit europairchern Kulturfimis), nor a puritanical re- 
vival of the primitive faith and practice after the manner of the Han- 
balites and Wahhabites. So far, so good. O u r  author’s panacea is 
wrapped up in two words, “Fortbildung” and “Ku1tur”-by which 
he means the further development of Islam within the limits and to- 
ward the goal of a strictly autochthonous (bodenstundig) Mussulman 

‘Cf. Zwcmer’s The infliicnce of Animism on Zslain, hlacmillian, 1920. 
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civilization, that  shall take its place in  the modern age. Apparently he 
is not discouraged by what thirteen centuries have actually brought 
forth in lands moulded by Koranic tradition; for, hidden and astir 
in the soil of Islam, he thinks, are  the seeds of its own redemption. 
Islam has shown, he says, a far  greater genius of adaptability than has 
Christianity; therefore, it  has power of itself to  become for the Orient  
a thoroughly up-to-date religion, competent to  promote and to satisfy 
the highest demands of spiritual and social life, and to supply a firm 
foundation for free, progressive government. 

One’s faith is severely strained by 
such optimism, in view of what has transpired within the past fifteen 
years in the foremost Moslem state-the land of the Holy Caliphate it- 
self. T h e  attempt of the Young Turks ,  through the Revolution of 
1908, to open the gates of a new dawn for the Ottoman Empire, 
issued in a night of terror. T h e  ideal of a modern constitutional 
rCgime of freedom, enlightenment, justice and tolerance collapsed in 
a new reign of tyranny and horror unsurpassed in the blood-soaked 
annals of dethroned despotism. T h e  Committee of Union and Pro- 
gress was swept into the tides of Pan-Islamism and Pan-Turanianism- 
slogans which register the supreme corporate aspirations of modern Is- 
lamic leadership, but a t  whose revealed content the world has stood 
aghast. T h e  terrible reaction was perfectly true to Koranic form, and 
lies at the door of the Moslem creed. I n  the blaze of the Wor ld  W a r  
Dr. Mann’s idealism must have shriveled to  ashes. W i l l  fair blossoms 
of indigenous culture and progress spring from the newest paths of 
slaughter, lust and loot, which mark the latest Armenian atrocities, all 
the way from Trebizond to the Syrian Desert, from the Aegean to the 
Caspian Sea? In  the orthodox and efficient barbarism which, with the 
name of Allah on its lips, has murdered a million people, regardless 
of age or sex, shall we find the germs of spontaneous redemption? 

It is pertinent t o  inquire whether, in the more distant past, there 
is anything which reasonably nourishes the expectation that the Moslem 
ethos will yet produce and ensoul a self-evolved civilization, at once pro- 
gressive and enduring, such as Dr. M a n n  conceives, to  meet the awak- 
ening needs of the modern East. Looking backward the sober historian 
contemplates a series of quick and usually violent aggressions, brilliant 
up-soarings, and rapid assimilations, followed by equally rapid dis- 
solutions and abysmal col!apses. In  no case has Islam demonstrated 
capacity either to originate or to uphold permanently a high type of 
progressive culture. I n  so far  as it has been a constructive force, its 
rBle ha.. been that of stimulator, borrower and transmitter rather than 
that of creator and sustainer. T h i s  is seen by a glance at  the times and 
places of its highest ascendancy. By common consent its fairest fabric 
was the vast Arabian Empire which, a century after Mohammed’s 
death, extended from the Indus to  the Guadalquivir. T h e  dazzling 
era of arts, sciences, letters and commerce which reached the zenith 
of its splendor under the Abbasside Caliphs a t  Baghdad, brought even 
Europe to the feet of Saracenic learning, and contributed to the West  
a precious heritage. But  of the culture thus developed and communi- 
cated two facts are abundantly confirmed by the latest researches, viz: 
( I ) the Arab conquerors derived and compounded their new civiliza- 
tion largely from the pre-Islamic cultures of India, Persia and Byzan- 
tium. (2) No sooner had it blossomed into the Golden Age of Mo- 
hammedan Literature (754-874 A. D.)-the period illustrated by Har-  
un-al-Rashid-than, through the corruption of succeeding caliphs, so- 

T h i s  is an astounding thesis. 
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cia1 disintegration began--“a process of rapid decline into irremediable 
decay.”B T h e  whole structure, with its pomp and learning, battered 
by the Seljuks, finally broke under the hammer of the Mongols, and 
fell back into the desert. 

A reflection of Damascus and Baghdad, at  first, was the Moslem 
state in Spain, which, under the emirs of Cordova (711-1031), made 
the Arabian schoolmen the teachers of the Christian West, in an out- 
burst of intellectual development that ultimately outshone the gloria 
of the East. I n  education, wealth, and prosperity the Iberian Peninsula 
became in the tenth century the foremost country of Europe. But of 
this achievement of the Arab and Berber conquerors, the latest histor- 
ian of Spain, on the authority of Altamira, says: “It was more largely 
through the efforts of others whom they imitated than through in- 
riovations of their own that they reached their high estate.”7 Fifty 
years after its most lustrous period (912-976) the mighty caliphate, 
which had embraced almost the whole Peninsula, split into warring 
units, and, soon after, dwindled into the  kingdom of Granada. T h e  
descendants of the first fiery invaders, who hacked their way to vic- 
tory in the name of nlohammed, were unable to withstand the coun- 
ter oppression of Spanish Catholicism. W i t h  the expulsion of 500,000 
Moriscos ( 1610) the Islamic faith and community were completely 
extirpated. T h e  work of eight centuries, except the treasures of Arabic 
learning bequeathed to the Christians, disappeared in the hills of North 
Africa. 

Persia had a second golden prime as an Islamic state, after the down- 
fall of the foreign Mongol khans, with the rise in the 16th century 
of the native of Safavi shahs, who made the Shiah doctrine-Persia’s pe- 
culiar modification of the Faith-the religion of the throne. Under the 
illustrious Abbas, “greatest of Persia’s sovereigns since the Moslem 
conquest,” the city of Meshed, enshrining the tombs of the Imam Ali 
Riza and of the great caliph, Harun-al-Rashid, became a goal of 
pilgrimage for all Central Asia, while the enamelled palaces of Ispahan 
made that new capital fairer than the Sasaniari Ctesiphon. Art and 
literature, schools and commerce flourished under the stimulus of re- 
ligious zeal. T h e  tribes of Iran were united under a single rule IU 
never since the days of Cyrus. But the bright imperial edifice of unity 
and prosperity 110 sooner began to attract the embassies of Europe than 
it sank into a decadence from which it has not revived. 

Further examples of sanguinary subjugation, fanatical propaganda, 
violent syncretism and despotic dominion, issuing in cultural achieve- 
ments soon to deteriorate, are Egypt, Morocco and the Khanates of Mid- 
dle Asia. But one must look to India for Islam’s greatest opportunity 
since the fall of Baghdad-and for its most signal failure. T h e  Mugal 
Empire was, in some respects, the most resplendent pageant in the long 
history of Indian Inonarchies. Built on three centuries of the bloodiest 
invasions in hloslem annals, it aroSe in 1526 with Babur, the Ta r t a r  
kinsman of Gheiigis Khan and Tamerlane. Rlillions of Hindus were 
slain. Millions inore were bribed and beaten into the Faith, although 
at times there was peaceful missionary penetration. Brahman priests 
were butchered by thousands and Hindu temples demolished to become 
foundations of Moslem palaces. I n  a brilliant efflorescence of arts, let- 
ters, philosophy, and a religious eclecticism in which I’vfoslem doctrine 
was largely influenced by Aryan speculation, the Empire reached its 

‘Cf. Nicholson: A Literary History of the Arabs, p. 257. 
‘Chapman: A history of Spain. hlacmillair, 1909. Cf. Rafael Altamira: Historia 

rlr Krpnfia y de la Civilizaci6n Ebpafiola. 
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acme in the flourishing reigns of Akbar and Shahjehan. Yet, within 
little more than two centuries after its foundation, it withered-a 
fair plant with shallow roots-under the successors of Aurangzeb. It 
has left, to  commemorate the departed glory of its capitals, such I* - -  

rivalled creations as the Jama Musjid a t  Delhi, and a t  Agra, the love- 
liest mausoleum ever reared by man-the T a j  Mahal.8 

T h e  Turkish Empire, of course, is the latest and most conspicuous 
product and patron of Moslem culture in modern times. It presents 
no departure from the common story. A horde of nomads settled in 
northern Anatolia in the thirteenth century. Thei r  natural vigor 
kindled by fierce Islamic zeal, they hurled their barbaric might suc- 
cessfully against Mongol and Christian. Supplanting the waning Sel- 
juks in the East, they swept westward into Europe, subduing and 
assimilating everything to  the structure of their extending rule. T h e  
maximum came in the sixteenth century with Suleiman the Magnifi- 
cent, whose dominion over 50,000,000 people of many races reached 
from Azov to  Aden, from the Caspian to  the Danube and the western 
Mediterranean. Constantinople was the crowning jewel of it all. 
Schools of Turkish literature and ar t  arose, devoid of originality-in- 
spired by Persia and Europe. But  as Dr.  M a n n  himself observes, 
“immediately from the highest pinnacle of success the downfall of the 
Empire ensued” (p. 119). From the death of Suleiman onward there 
was gradual degeneration into the Turkey of today. 

T h e  general historical result in  indigenous culture is inferior to that 
set forth by the author (ch. V ) .  W i t h  Turkey now disgraced and dis- 
membered, and Persia reduced to  vassalage, not a single free, indepen- 
dent Moslem state remains, with any sign or promise of permanence or 
cultural resurgence, apart from some dynamic not of its own making. 
If w e  have spoken of church and state in a single breath, it is because 
the Moslem system makes them logically inseparable. Neither past nor 
present will sustaiii the vision of the future painted in this book. 

Dr. Mann’s confidence that Islam can fashion out of ‘lits own spirit 
and foundations” a modernized culture of emancipation and progress- 
which shall be distinctively Oriental and still essentially Moslem, he 
rests chiefly on the reform movements with which Islam has bristled 
since almost its beginnings, and especially upon the newer movements 
now active in various countries. H e  fails to  note that, with the 
exception of Wahhabiism, Saiiussism, and some forins of Mahdiism, 
these “stirrings and strivings” of the Moslem heart are, not so much 
reforms of Islam, as revolts away from it. This  is certainly true of 
sufiism. Dr. M a n n  does not seem to know that the present Raha’l 
movement, which he hails as the capital proof of his “development” 
thesis, has openly broken with Islam. I ts  mystical eclecticism and broad 
universalism are utterly irreconcilable with the Koran. Nor can the 
Panjabic Ahmadiyya movement, whose founder announced himself 
at once Krishnaite Avatar, Moslem hfahdi and Christian Messiah, be 
claimed as a purely Islamic way-mark of indigenous culture, despite 
the anti-Christian declamations of M i r z a  Ghulam Ahmed. T h e  
Ahmadiyya, the politico-religious propaganda of the Aga Kahn and the  
Indian Ismailis, the newer movements in education, such as are cen- 
tered in the Mohammedan College a t  Aligarh, and many other re- 
forming circles, are directly traceable to  Christian, or, a t  least, West- 
ern, impact. Lord Cromer says : “Reformed Islani is Islam no longer.” 
I n  Islam the most hopeful developments are away from the Koran and 
Mohammed. I n  Christianity progress lies in a closer following of the 

‘Cf. Vincent A. Smith: Oxford History of India. pp. 217.468. 
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N e w  Testament teaching-a fuller conformity to Jesus, whom even the 
best Christians have never yet overtaken. 

Finally, Dr. M a n n  does not favor Christian missions to Moslems. 
H e  regards them as both a failure and a n  impertinence, because, he 
thinks, they are purveyors of Western culture. Education, commerce, 
literature, travel, material exploitation from the West-these are legiti- 
mate as bringers of fertile stimulus to  indigenous development, but the 
Gospel is the great hindrance because it is Western! H e  lauds the 
mission schools of Turkey, for their “superb and gigantic accomplish- 
ments in education,” but is in desperate haste to have them superseded 
by national schools, ere they contaminate the land with Western civili- 
zation. H a  
misses the glory of its universal mission, and the world-wide duty of 
Christians. H e  would bar the Gospel a t  the Bosphorus, except among 
Christian communities of the Near  East. B u t  where indeed docs the 
West  begin? Does Dr. M a n n  not observe that the whole East is 
astir with Occidental leaven? As to the forms of the future Oriental 
culture, no one wants them to be Western. But  i f  the Moslem East 
should be reborn with a Christian soul, would that not be something 
far transcending the further culture of the obsolescent? Dr. M a n n  
leaves us unconvinced that  anything less than the spiritual regenera- 
tion which Christ alone can impart, will meet the present need of the 
Moslem world. 

T h i s  manual will never serve as a mission study text-book on Islam. 
( T h a t  function, even in Germany, must continue to be discharged by 
the works of Dr .  Zwemer, Canon Gairdner  and Dr. Gottfried Simon). 
But  German readers will find here a delightful possession. T o  English- 
speaking students wishing to  acquire a reading-knowledge of German 
in order to  acquaint themselves a t  first-hand with the standard authori- 
ties in that language the book is especially comniended, as an introduc- 
tion to the larger works of Wellhausen, Weil ,  Muller, Goldziher, et 
af. It contains the wholc vocabulary of the subject, in most attractive 
setting. 

Dr. M a n n  thinks of Christianity in terms of limitation. 

“Mohammed’s truth lay in a holy book, 

“So while the world rolls on from change to change, 
The letter stands without expanse or range 

“While, as the life-blood fills the glowing form, 

Flows through the ripening ages,,fresh and warm, 

Christ’s in a sacred life. 

And realms of thought expand, 
Stiff as a dead man’s hand. 

The Spirit Christ has shed 
More felt than heard or read. 

CHARLES T. PAUL. 
College of Missions, 

Indiannpolis, Ind.  

The Rising Tide of Color against White World-Swremacy. By Loth- 
Charles Scribner’s Sons, New York, 

From the introduction written by Madison G r a n t  to the last page 
of this important but inconclusive study, we  have a note of alarm and 
the voice of a prophet of pessimism who sees in the rising tide of 
color a challenge of white world-supremacy which spells disaster. 
“Now that  Asia, in the guise of Bolshevism with Semitic leadership 
and Chinese executioners, is organizing an assault upon western Eur-  
ope, the new states-Slavic-Alpine in race, with little Nordic blood- 

rop Stoddard, A. M. Ph. D. 
1920; pp. 320. Price $3,00. 
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may prove to be not frontier guards of western Europe but vanguards 
of Asia in Central Europe. None of the earlier Alpine states have held 
firm against Asia, and it is more than doubtful whether Poland, Bo- 
hemia, Rumania, Hungary, and Jugo-Slavia can face the danger suc- 
cessfully, now that they have been deprived of the Nordic ruling classes 
through democratic institutions. This is suicide pure and simple, 
and the first victim of this amazing folly will be the white man him- 
self.” 

T h e  book seeks to prove this thesis by describing in Part I the 
rising tide of color-yellow, brown, black and red. There are three 
maps showing the distribution of the primary races, the categories of 
white world-supremacy, and the distribution of the white races. Mr. 
Stoddard estimates that of the total number of human beings living to- 
day about 550,00?,000 are white, 1,150,000,000 are colored, so that 
the colored races outnumber the whites more than two to one. The  
yellow race, he says, numbers a little over 500,000,000; the browns 
are a little less; while the total of the black race 1s about I ~ ~ , o o o , ~ ~ o .  
In  this ethnic makeup of the world, he sees a formidable danger be- 
cause of the declining birth-rate among the whites, their broken unity 
shown by the War,  and most of all the bitter resentment of white pre- 
dominance and exclusiveness awakened in the other races for a num- 
ber of reasons. 

O u r  readers will be specially interested in the chapters that deal 
with Pan-Islamism and its peril (pp. 54-104). He quotes from Mos- 
lem writers, and although sometimes exaggerating the vitality of Islam 
and the numbers of proselytes gained, presents this aspect of the pres- 
ent unrest very forcibly. “The  proselyting power of Islam” he says, 

is extraordinary, and its hold upon its votaries is even more remark- 
able. Throughout history there has been no single instance where a 
people, once become Moslem, has ever abandoned the faith. Extirpat- 
ed they may have been, like the Moors of Spain, but extirpation is not 
apostasy. This extreme tenacity of Islam, this ability to keep its 
hold, once it has got a footing, under all circumstances short of down- 
right extirpation, must be borne in mind when considering the future 
of regions where Islam is today advancing.” T h e  author says that 
although no general Islamic explosion took place when they were 
summoned to a Holy W a r  in 1914, there was trouble in practically 
every land under allied control, and the end is not yet. When the 
East saw that the peace settlement was based not upon idealism but 
upon secret treaties and imperialistic ambition “it was fired with a 
moral indignation and a sense of outraged justice never known be- 
fore.” When describing the spread of Islam in Africa and showing 
that this religion is the closest link between the brown and black 
races, Mr. Stoddard admits the power of Christian missions to stem 
the tide. “Certainly, all white men, whether professing Christians 
or not, should welcome the success of missionary efforts in Africa. The  
degrading fetishism and demonology which sum up the native pagan cults 
cannot stand, and all negroes will some day be either Christians or Mos- 
lems. In so far as he is Christianized, the negro’s savage in- 
stincts will be restrained and he will be disposed to acquiesce in white 
tutelage. In so far as he is Islamized, the negro’s warlike propensities 
will be inflamed, and he will be used as the tool of Arab Pan-Islamism 
seeking to drive the white man from Africa and make the continent its 
very own.” 

T h e  second and third parts of the book deal with the ebbing tide 
of the white races, their loss of prestige, the process which is shatter- 

4 i  
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ing the white solidarity, the break of the outer dykes and the peril that 
threatens the inner dykes through immigration, mixed marriage and the 
present economic system. T h e  book is too important to be passed over, 
and yet its conclusions are based on a false premise. T h e  studies made 
by John Oakesmith (“Race and Nationality,” London, 1919)~  and 
reviewed in our Quarterly, are a good corrective to the alarming theory 
of white race superiority. Dr. Oakesmith shows that there are other 
factors more important than race. While repudiating race as the 
basis of nationality and patriotism, he explains the former and defends 
the latter as founded on hereditary tradition and history. T h e  su- 
preme factor in all races for good or for ill is religion, and Mr. Stod- 
dard does not give due emphasis to Christianity and its power to change 
racial characteristics and elevate the lowest races, so called, within a 
generation. T h e  non-Christian races and peoples of the world are not 
the white man’s burden, much less the white man’s beast of burden. 
T h e  solidarity of the race is far more important than distinctions of 
color or the accident of environment. There  is a deeper unity than 
mere physical resemblance, for “God hath made of one blood all na- 
tions of men,” and in Christ Jesus there is no distinction. T h e  basic 
factor in human progress is not race, nor politics, but religion. 

S. M. 2. 

The Near East Crossroads of the World. By William H. Hall. In-  

“The theme of this book is: what the war has brought to the Near 
East; what it has brought to political life through the break-up of old, 
outside, foreign dominations and the release of inborn national long- 
ings; what it has brought in racial relationships, in social and industral 
organization, and in religious development ; what it has brought to 
education and to the work of Christian missions.” 

T h e  various chapters are interesting, the pictures new, and the con- 
clusions sane and hopeful. T h e  author is well qualified for his task 
and knows the Near East through long residence at Beirut. W e  are 
therefore thc more surprised that the one country which is the center 
and pivot of the present unrest, political and religious, namely Arabia, 
is barely touched. Mecca is of more importance than Damascus if we 
would understand the Near East; it is the cross-roads of the whole 
XlIoslenl world. T h e  work of missions in Arabia is scarcely men- 
tioned and in this respect the book is not up-to-date. T h e  treatment 
of Islam, the dominating religion of the Near East, is also scrappy, and 
not always accurate. No one who has (see page 73) visited the baz- 
aars or slept in the tents with the Arabs would say that the “name of 
Deity does not appear in the common oaths and curses” or that the 
third commandment “seems to be written in the very primary con- 
sciousness of these naturally reverent people of the East.” T h e  fact 
is that the Arabic language has adopted as common verbs a number of 
profane expressions which are used unconsciously even by missionaries. 

The Prisoners of the Red Desert. By Capt. Cwatkin-Williams; Thorn- 
ton-Butterworth Company, London, 1920; pp. 304. Price 7s. 2d. 

This  is one of the most fascinating tales of the heroism shown in the 
great IVorld W a r  that we have heard. It records the torpedoing of 
H. M. S. T a r a  and the miraculous rescue of the survivors by the 
Duke of Westminister and his men from the Senouui Arabs in the 
trackless Libyan Desert. Neither starvation, torture, disease or death 
of their comrades or hope deferred destroyed the faith of the Com- 
mander and most of his company in a divine providence. In  his Pre- 

terchurch Press, New York City; pp. 230. Price 75 cts. 
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face Capt. Gwatkin-Williams commends the book to those who are 
“faithless and submit themselves only to the blind gods of force and 
chance.” Although the men in their desperation would fight like wild 
beasts among themselves for food, he shows how, nevertheless, the 
sick and helpless were the first to receive tender care and consideration 
of all. T h e  moral of the story can be read between the lines: man 
is no mere tool ; he is God’s workman, and all things work together for 
good to those who love God. Incidentally we learn much of the life 
of the desert Arab, its joys and sorrows, and their fanatic devotion to 
the religion of Islam. 

The Stranger (A Novel). By Arthur Bullard; The Macmillan Com- 

T h e  author has written other novels under the pen name “Albert Ed- 
wards.” I n  this story the East meets the West .through the adventures 
of an Anglo-Saxon who has turned Moslem in North Africa, travelled 
widely and lands in New York. It is a tale of human contrasts, a 
love-story sounding the sex-note too insistently, and idealizing Islam 
and its institutions. T h e  references to the Koran and the Moslem 
creed are ludicrous in their inaccuracy, and the author gives a dig at 
missionary books on the Near East. It is not true as this story alleges 
that “the condition of our women has been most grossly and wilfully 
represented.” 

Marvellous Mesopotamia. By Canon J. T. Parfit. S. W. Partridge 

I n  fifteen fascinating chapters one who lived under the Turk  in 
the days of stagnation and oppression tells the story of the marvellous 
changes wrought by the war and British occupation. 

T h e  Bagdad railway as one of the causes of the war, German intrigue 
in the Gulf, the Battle of Shaiba and the heroic defence of Kut are 
introductory to a full account of Mesopotamia, its immense undevelop- 
ed resources, its population, religions, shrines and strategic importance. 
T h e  author’s easy optimism is courageous if not always contagious and 
his tribute to the men who fell as “the road makers” for those who 
are to follow is eloquent. W e  note 
only one inexcusable omission. In  the chapter on Christian Missions 
there is no reference to the work of the American Arabian Mission es- 
tablished since 1890, and with hospitals, schools etc., at Busrah, Ku- 
weit, Bahrein and Muscat, not to speak of their work at Nasariyah and 
Amara. A Bible and book depot was opened by them at Kut-al-Amara 
under great difficulties as early as 1895. It is today the only organized 
mission at work in Mesopotamia. 

The Peoples of Zanzibar, Their Customs and Religious Bel-iefs. B y  Godfrey Dale, M. A., Archdeacon of Zanzibar. The  Universities 
Mission to Central Africa. 9 Dartmouth St., Westminister, S. 

pany, New York, 1920; pp. 331. Price $2.00. 

& Co. Ltd, London. Price 6/-net pp. 259. 

A book to read and commend. 

W. I!, 1920; pp. 124. 
A monograph prepared at the request of the Bishop of Zanzibar to - -  - -  

supply newcomers with a manual and give the people at  home some 
rough idea of the nature of the situation. Zanzibar has a mixed popu- 
lation of Arabs, Negroes, Hindoos, Parsees, and a handful of Europ- 
eans, all these nations, countries and tongues, bound together in the 
bundle of life to act and react on each other under a British Protec- 
torate and in a Mosleni atmosphere. There are chapters on the re- 
ligious ideas of the African-witchcraft and magic, Mohammedan be- 
liefs as well as the other religious sects represented. T h e  points of 
contact between African paganism and Islani are indicated and it is 
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clearly shown how Animism unites both by the practice of magic and 
the belief in jinn. Aside from the list of societies which represent 
Christianity to the peoples of the Island nothing is said of the history 
of these missions or their results. 

The Day of the Crcaent. By G. E. Hubbard, Cambridge University 
Press, 1920, pp. 242. Price 10sh. 6d. 

T h e  author was British Vice-Consul at Mosul  before the w a r  and 
while delving among the bookshelves of the Foreign Office Library dis- 
covered a number of ancient books in Turkish by “a Flemish diplomat, 
a French artist, a Polish soldier, a Venetian dragoman and an English 
man of science.” H e  succeeded with wonderful spirit in getting all this 
material together and gives a picture “of the unique military and 
political system which the T u r k s  had developed when they reached the 
summit of their power.” Now that  Turkey  has lost its position and 
its power this retrospect of her day of glory is of the deepest interest. 
T h e  sixteen chapters are fascinating in their style and full of interesting 
material to  the student of Turkish history. I n  1554 the Spanish Am- 
bassador wrote of the T u r k s  as follows: . 

“When I compare the difference between their soldiers and ours, 
I stand amazed to  think what will be the event; for  certainly their 
soldiers must needs conquer and ours be vanquished, both cannot pros- 
perously stand together, for on their side there is a mighty, strong 
and wealthy empire, great armies, experience in war, a veteran soldiery, 
a long series of victories, patience in toil, concord, order, discipline, 
frugality and vigilance. O n  our  side there is public want, private lux- 
ury, strength weakened, minds discouraged, an unaccustoinedness to  
labour and arms, soldiers refractory, commanders covetous, a con- 
tempt of discipline, licentiousness, rashness, drunkenness, gluttony, and, 
what  is worst of all they are used to  conquer, we to be conquered. 
Can  any man doubt in this case what  the event will be?” 

T h e  terrible story of Christian prisoners in the Dark  T o w e r  of Con- 
stantinople and their slavery in the galleys is vividly portrayed. I n  
these days the ambassadors of Europe were considered dogs. 

T h e  author shows how the seeds of corruption brought forth bitter 
fruit in the end. 

T h e  T u r k  was a simple primitive creature when he first emerged 
on to the Anatolian plains to conquer a powerful empire but his victory 
over the Greeks contained the seeds of his own ruin. T h e  national 
failings which had weakened the Greek defence infected their conquer- 
ors,’who soon acquired the true Byzantine taste for lavish show and 
voluptuous luxury. This ,  with its inevitable accompaniment of brib- 
ery and corruption, slowly undermined the government of Turkey  in 
the succeeding centuries, sapping the virility of her leaders and chang- 
ing the character of her sultans from hardy tribal chiefs to the most 
contemptible of debauched despots. T h e  process of the disease is easily 
traceable in the series of narratives embodied in the present volume. 

2. 

A History of Persian Literature Under Tartar Dominion. (A. D. 1265- 
1502). By Eward G. Browne. Cambridge University Press, 
1920. pp. 586. 

Fourteen years have elapsed since Professor Browne published the 
second volume of his literary history of Persia. T h e  first volume dealt 
with the earliest literature until the time of Firdawsi; the second from 
that  period until Sa-di. T h e  present volume deals with the stormy 
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period when Persia was under T a r t a r  dominion. T h e  volume is divided 
into three books as follows: 

Book I, T h e  Mongol 11-Khans of Persia, from the death of Hulagu 
to the extinction of the dynasty (A. H. 663-737-A. D. 1265-1337). 
Book 11, From the birth to the death of Timur-I-Lang, commonly 
called Tamerlane (A. H. 736-807-A. D. 1335-1405). Book 111, 
From the death of T imur  to the rise of the Safawi Dynasty (A. H. 
807-907-A. D. 1405-1502). T h e  historians, the poets and the mys- 
tics of these three periods pass in review before the reader. There is 
an abundance of quotation and appreciative criticism which sometimes 
runs into superlatives. Some attention is given to the Arabic litera- 
ture of this period, although Al-Baydawi’s famous commentary is passed 
over in two lines. T h e  interesting chapters for the student of Islam 
are those that deal with Hafiz Jami and the other great mystic poets. 
One  is astonished at  the paradoxical character of these representatives 
of Persian thought. Yet we must not be surprised, for as Professor 
Browne reminds us “it is common even today to meet with persons who 
in the course of a single day will alternately present themselves as pious 
Moslems, heedless libertines, confirmed sceptics, and mystical panthe- 
ists, or even incarnations of the Deity” (p. 299). 

T h e  theology of Persian mysticism revolves around two poles, the 
unity of God’s being which is ordinary orthodoxy, and the unity of all 
being, pantheism. This  is the inspiration of the poet in his highest 
flghts and the rapture of his vision. “Formal or exoteric Unitarianism 
is the declaration that there is only One  God; esoteric Unitarianism 
is the conviction that there is only One  Being who really exists.” There 
are some beautiful examples, however, which almost strike a Christian 
note, showing the hunger of the human heart for a God who is closer 
to us than the distant Deity of the schools. Maghribi wrote: 

“That One who was hidden from us came and became us, 
And He who was of us and you became us and you. 
The King of the topmost throne of Sovereignty condescended, 
And, notwithstanding that there is no King save Him, became a beggar. 
H e  who is exempted from poverty and wealth 
Came in the garb of poverty in order to show forth (true) riches. 
Who hath ever heard aught stranger than this, that one and the same 

Became both substance and that .peerless pearl 
When it germinated became earth and heaven. 
Into the raiment of ‘how-ness’ and ‘why-ness’ one cannot say 
How and why that ‘how-less’ and ‘why-less’ Charmer of hearts entered. 
His eyebrow revealed itself from the eyebrows of the beautiful, 
Until it was pointed at by every finger, like the new moon. 
In the garden of the Universe, like the straight cypress and the anemone, 
He became both red-capped and green-robed. 
That Sun of the Eternal Sphere shone forth 
So that it became Western (Maghribi) and Eastern, Sun and Light.” 

person 

W e  welcome that book, scholarly and delightful in its style, wealthy 
in its details, and illustrative material, and invaluable to the student 
of Moslem literature. 

S. M. 2. 
Shepard of Amtab. By Alice Shepard Riggs. Published by the In- 

terchurch World Movement of North America, pp. 200. Price 
75 cents and 25 cents in paper. 

A brief record of a wonderful life of a missionary in Turkey written 
by his daughter. T h e  book closes as it begins with the sending forth 
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of a young medical man and his bride-and reminds one of the royal 
proclamation “ T h e  king is dead, long live the king.” 

Shepard of Aintab is not dead, he lives in such sense as one of h i  
patients expressed “I have never seen Jesus but  I have seen Shepard.” 
T h e  many sidedness of this “good physician” is overwhelming to the 
reader. H e  was practical and spiritual as witness his own confession 
“Nothing I like better than a surgical operation and a prayer meeting.” 
On finishing the book the reader will surely be lead to exclaim ‘‘There 
were giants in those days.” T h e  quotation from a letter to  his son 
should be an inspiration to  young men to do their very best and dwap 
be at their best. T h e  book is more interesting than a novel. It is t rue 
and inspiring. 

La France en Syrie et en Cilicie, par Gustave Gautherot, Librairie 
Independante, Maison d’edition-Courbevoie (Seine) 1920, pp. 210. 
Frs. 7.50. 

T h e  author was connected with the Bureau of Information in the 
French Campaign in the Near  East. T h e  book was published after 
General Gouraud had decided the destiny of Syria by the occupation of 
Beirut. 

In thirteen short chapters, we  follow the story of early French con- 
tacts with Syria, the expedition from Egypt to  Palestine in which France 
had a small part, Allenby’s victory and the arrival of the Allies in 
Syria. T h e  events that followed are related from the French stand- 
point, and the author characterises the attempt on the part of the 
British to  establish an Arabian kingdom as “L’Imperialisme Anglo- 
Arabe” (Chapt. viii). H e  has no use for the Emir  Faisal, and the 
Arab program generally; after events seem to have justified his judg- 
ment. According to  recent French despatches, dated Beirut, “the Emir  
has never worked for anything save his own boundless personal ambi- 
tion as a mere adventurer, and during the w a r  led a weak contingent 
of undisciplined Bedouins of no military value. W h e n  danger threat- 
ened all he could do was to flee shamefully from Damascus, deserted by 
all, and leaving behind him, as sole vestiges of his careless administra- 
tion, the ruins heaped together by the acts of brigandage he had so 
carefully contrived. Through his own personal extravagance, through 
the damage done by his followers, through his arbitrary measures, 
through forcible enlistment and heavy impositions, he hurled Syria 
into a serious economic and political crisis.’’ 

T h e  book is somewhat one-sided, but  gives an interesting account of 
events and ambitions from that standpoint. T h e  maps are inferior but 
the illustrations are most interesting. 

Such broken hearts heal the open sore of Turkey. 

L. S. R. 

The Islamitic Magazine, (issued monthly) by the Shanghai Branch of 
The  World Young Men’s Islamitic Association. 10 ccnts per 
COPY. 

T h i s  new publication in Chinese is edited by a clever young Chincse 
Moslem named Yin, who resides a t  Shanghai; it  is an attempt to  arouse 
the lethargic Moslems to  a greater zeal for their Faith and to more 
interest in the affairs of their country and the world generally. 

At the coinmenccineiit the editor says: “It is hoped that our bretherri 
will, after every time of worship, earnestly and reverently pray to God 
that H e  will soon cause the Moslem religion and the country of China, 
to change froin weakness to strength, and from poverty to  wcalth, 
that  they may no longer be imposed upon by others; and also pray that 
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real peace may soon come to the world for the good of mankind and 
of all creation.” 

T h e  miscellaneous articles in the first number include matters re- 
lating to  China, Turkey  and France. Incidentally a wireless telegram 
is quoted from America to the effect that “prohibition Turkey’’ is now 
in the hands of the Allies and saloons are opened in  Constantinople and 
drinking abounds, so that Turkey is being changed into a “wet” coun- 
try, and help is asked from President Wilson of “the world’s greatest 
prohibition country” to  find some plan to help the T u r k s  to drive out 
the evils of drink. 

T h e r e  are brief articles on Moslem subjects, in one of which readers 
are reminded that  Jesus was a man of the “yellow race” as were all 
the other founders of religions, this race being the most honourable of 
all the  races. It is also stated that  the Moslem religion dates back 
over 8000 years, being the oldest of all. 

T h e  chief article in the paper is one written by the editor Yin, 
which is a plea for  a revival ainongst Moslems. T h e  writer links 
together the country of China with the Moslem faith and speaks of 
both in similar terms, showing how both have flourished in the past, 
and are now in weak condition; the remedy is the same in both cases. 

H e  says: “ O u r  Young Men’s Moslem Association is established for 
the purpose of trying to  cure some of the ailments of individuals and of 
our country, and then of the whole world. Rome was not built in a 
day, and our success will only be gradual. T h e  Y. M. C. A. was 
started in the seventeenth century ( ?) and see what it has accomplished 
and what a great organization it is IIOW. If we pitiable Moslems and 
perishing Chinese will patieiitly plod in the same way wc may have 
similar results; but there must be earnestness and sincerity and no  de- 
ceiving of ourselves or others; I believe that those who have ‘soul’ 
and are not dead at  heart will approve of these words of mine. I n  a hos- 
pital many kinds of medicine are required, and as one contribution to our 
aims this Association is issuing this monthly magazine, the purpose of 
which is to propagate the truth of Islam, to arouse men to patriotism, 
and to  cause the virtue which is inherent il l  our religion, and the orig- 
inal civilization of China, to become brilliant again and rrach the \\.hole 
world, that there may be real prace i n  all the world and that we may 
all be one faniily, and all be worthy follo\vcrs of this Highest Prophet” 
and so forth. 

From which it will be seen that there are some, even in China, who 
lamerit the present conditioii of Islam, and are intcnt on iniproving 
things from their staiidpoiiit. JJr. Yin is acquainted with the Chris- 
tian literature issucd for 3Ioslriiis, and has already criticised it ; hc will 
be a doughty opponent; at prescnt he is fair and friendly, and we hope 
he wi l l  always continue to be so. 

ISAAC MASON. 

“Constantinople.” (Lts  Cites Franqucs and Levantiiies.) Bv Ilrrtraiitl 
Barcilles. Unc planche hors taxtc par Edgar Cha- 
hine, trente d c w  illustrations da,ps le tcxte par Adolphc Thiers 
r t  n plan dr Constailtiiiople. Editions Rossard.” 4.3. Ruc 
Madame, Paris VIe. Prix 9frcs. 

T h i s  unique description of lifc in one of the prratest of Eastern 
cities brings before the reader. not so much the life, marinrro mil CUS- 

toms of the T u r k ,  as that of the foreigner and stranger within his 
gates. I t  is an attractive description of cosmospolitan life. T h e  
reader is carried in imagination from quarter to qunrter of this won- 
derful city of the Goltlcri Norri mid of Saiita Sofia, of inosqries a t d  

I Vol. 395 pp. 
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buildings unique and varied, while its several inhabitants, Levantine, 
Armenian, Jew and Greek with their individual characteristics, cus- 
t o m  and superstitions, are outlined in turn. This book gives a far 
more accurate and intimate knowledge of the city than that of the 
average traveller who usually only obtains superficial knowledge from 
guide boob and hasty sightseeing. T. 

Les Oasis dans la Mantague. By Odette Keun, 1920. (Paris: Cal- 

Marrakech dans les Palrnes. By Andre’ Chevrillon, 1920. (Paris: 

Both of these studies deal with Moslem life, one in the oasis be- 
tween Algeria and the Sahara, the other in the city of Marrakesh. T h e  
former book tells of the fair-skinned, blue-eyed race visited by Miss 
Keun in an adventurous ride. She describes their poverty, their 
weather-beaten huts and the home life of their villages. I n  her opinion 
conservatism is “the dominant characteristic, the very instinct of all 
Mussulman society, Asiatic and African, and of each individual Mos- 
lem; attachment to the past, faithfulness to the point of immovability, 
and unto death, to a formula given once and for all.” 

From the second volume we learn that the French are successfully 
applying their methods of administration in Morocco. Under the new 
regime there seems to be a better understanding between Christian and 
Moslem, although Islam reigns suprame within the crumbling walls 
of the old city. 

mann-Levy. 

Calmann-Levy). 


